140          A PROJECT OF EMPIRE          CHAP.
The centre of his attack on the old mercantile system is that it was based on monopoly. " Monopoly of one kind or another seems to be the sole engine of the mercantile system." ..." Merchants and manufacturers are the people who derive the greatest advantage from this monopoly of the home market." . . . " Country gentlemen and farmers are, to their great honour, of all people the least subject to this wretched spirit of monopoly." The following passage shows the wide application made of this fundamental difference. " The superiority which the industry of the towns has everywhere in Europe over that of the country is not altogether owing to corporations and corporation laws.1 It is supported by many other regulations. The high duties upon foreign manufactures and upon all goods imported by alien merchants all tend to the same purpose. Corporation laws enable the inhabitants of the towns to raise their prices without fear to be undersold by the free competition of their own countrymen. Those other regulations secure them equally against that of foreigners. The enhancement of price occasioned by both is everywhere finally paid by the landlords, farmers, and labourers of the country who have seldom opposed the establishment of such monopolies. They have commonly neither inclination nor fitness to enter into combinations; and the clamour and sophistry <of merchants and manufacturers easily persuade them that the private interest of a part, and
1 The reference is to the exclusive regulations adopted by the mediaeval towns to protect their own burgesses.